
ROOTS AND BRANCHES
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

16 SEP 2012

Present were President Louise Caccamise, 1st VP Bob Weaver, 2nd VP & Membership Chairman Mary 
Lois Kelley, Program Chairman assisting Bob Weaver, Carol Izzo, Treasurer Harriet Bolin, and Jerry 
Hale, Corresponding and Acting Recording Secretary.

The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by the President Louise Caccamise who welcomed everyone 
and asked for visitors to introduce themselves.  There were seven visitors, they were

1) Susan Furrie of Deltona, who has been doing genealogy for a number of years, originally from the 
Daytona Beach area she moved back to this area 2 years ago and is interested in finding local records.

2) Karen Lucas of DeLeon Springs beginning genealogist who is researching her father's family who 
were from Poland.

3) Sue Vaught of Glenwood.  Her godchild has 3 boxes of playbills from NASCAR and learned some 
interesting things from Kim Dolce.

4) Regina Proskine of DeLeon Springs whose great grandparents were mostly Cherokee Indians. She is 
interested in tracing her Cherokee roots.

5) Peggy Bechtold of DeBary who recently received lots of information from her father and began 
transcribing them and couldn't stop for two days.

6) Kristine Morawietz of DeLand. Who is researching her mother's side.  Her daughter gave her a 
subscription to Ancestry.  She is interested in becoming a DAR member.  She met LaVerne Hardin 
who is helping her plan her research.

7) Carra O'Daniel  from Deltona.  Her family was from Kentucky.  She has hit a brick wall but hopes to 
be able to find information which will break down the wall.

Also present were two recently joined members, Walter Welch and Darrel Owen Elliot.

Carol Izzo pointed out that FamilySearch.org was a free site that might be a great help to researchers as 
it has been much improved.

Louise asked whether anyone knew of anyone who was sick and asked to be notified if anyone has 
information.

Louise announced that FOLD3 was now available from the library and from home if you have a library 
card.

Carol Izzo talked about the upcoming Volusia Flagler Council of Genealogical Societies (VFCGS) 
seminar.  The theme of the seminar will be "The Family Detective; Uncovering the Secrets of Your 
Family Tree."  The cost is $35 until Dec 15th after that it is $45. The speaker will be Melissa Simkus 
from the Allen County (Indiana) County Library (ACPL).  She will speak on three topics; 1) 
"Discovering Your Female Ancestors"; 2) "Overlooked Records for Hurtling the Census Chasm"; and 
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3) "Knocking Down the Brick Wall".  The seminar is on Saturday Jan 19, 2013 at the African American 
Cultural Society at 4422 U.S.  Highway 1 Palm Coast, Florida. Each attendee will receive a genealogy 
course from the National Institute of Genealogy, value $89.  See the flyer in the newsletter or in the 
Genealogy Room for more details.

Someone asked whether there was a sign up sheet for a car pool, no one replied.

Bob Weaver announced a new project called "The Brick Wall Project."  He showed the "brick wall 
box" and forms that anyone can fill out and place in the box.  Volunteers will study the submitted forms 
and attempt to assist the researcher with their brick wall problem. He explained that we will not do the 
research but will offer pointers and suggestions that might be of help. No guarantees. 

Howard Fisher spoke about our ongoing "My Most Esteemed Ancestor" contest and encouraged 
everyone to submit an entry.  There are no entries so far.  The entry should be 500 words or less and 
should be submitted not later than November 15th and must be received at the library by December 1st. 
Judges will be Rotarian Jerry Walker, Regional Librarian Kathleen Mann and Laura Fereria, a writer 
for "The Home Town News."   

Jerry suggested that anyone who wanted to write a longer story about their ancestors should submit it to 
the Newsletter.

A motion was made and seconded to skip reading the minutes of the last meeting.

Treasurer Harriet Bolin read the Treasurer's Report which shows a balance of $4,521..13.  The report 
was accepted and filed for audit.  [It will also be posted on the web site.]

Membership Chairman Mary Lois Kelley reported that we now have 74 memberships with 92 
members.

Louise complimented Bob Weaver for the great job he does with publicity.

Jerry reported that the newsletter is ready to go as soon as it is proof read. 

The 50/50 received $28, the number was called and the ticket was held by Rosemary Sutton who 
received $14.

Program Chairman Carol Izzo announced that the speaker for October would be Liz Whitaker from the 
County Clerk's office.  She then introduced Kim Dolce who gave a very helpful and informative talk 
about the historical newspapers available through the Volusia County Public Library.

The meeting was adjourned at  3:17 P.M.

Respectfully submitted:

/s/ Jerry Hale

Jerry Hale, Recording Secretary (Acting)

  


